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1. Background. 
 

1.1 Introduction 
1.1.1 This Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) Report has been prepared by Cavendish 

Consulting on behalf of M74 West Ltd (‘The Applicant’). Detailed within this report is a 
schedule of consultation activity which was carried out in relation to proposals for the 
M74 West Renewable Energy Park (‘The Proposed Development’).  

1.1.2 The Proposed Development will comprise up to 22 turbines, solar power generators and 
battery energy storage system (BESS) along with associated infrastructure, on land 
immediately northwest of Abington and approximately 4.5 km southeast of Douglas, in 
South Lanarkshire. 

1.1.3 With a generating capacity over 50MW, the Proposed Development is subject to Section 
36 of the Electricity Act 1989, administered by the Energy Consents Unit (ECU). A full 
section 36 application for consent has been submitted to the Energy Consents Unit and 
this report has been produced to accompany the formal application. 

1.1.4 Albeit not a statutory requirement for Section 36 applications, the Applicant has applied 
the principles of the consultation process recommended for ‘major’ planning applications 
as set out in The Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) 
(Scotland) Regulations 2022 and Planning Circular 3:2022-Development Management 
Procedures. This enables the local community and all those with an interest in the 
proposals a clear opportunity to view the proposals, and importantly comment and 
feedback.  

1.1.5 This PAC Report outlines the programme of consultation activity undertaken by the 
Applicant, including formal information events and wider engagement with the 
community and stakeholders.  

1.1.6 Where possible, this report outlines the feedback received at formal public consultation 
events and through meetings with community groups, and how the Applicant has 
responded within the final application.  
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2. Consultation overview.  
2.1 Best practice  
2.1.1 The Applicant is aware of the value of engaging with and seeking to involve local people 

in development proposals, both prior to and following the submission of any application 
and through to the construction and operation should the Applicant’s proposals obtain 
consent.  

2.1.2 Planning Advice Note (PAN) 3/2010 – Community Engagement is an update of PAN 81 
which advises that in order for the community engagement to be successful, it is 
important that everyone interested in the future development of the community, village, 
town, or city they live in, should understand the planning process. Developers are 
advised to involve residents at the earliest opportunity so that they can feel confident 
that engagement in the process has been meaningful. 

2.1.3 PAN 3/2010 highlights that the term “consultation” is used to mean the: 

2.1.4 “Dynamic process of dialogue between individuals or groups based on a genuine 
exchange of views and, normally, with the objective of influencing decisions, policies or 
programmes of action. The terms ‘engagement’ and ‘involvement’ are generally 
interchangeable and are taken to mean the establishment of effective relationships with 
individuals or groups. Participation is everything that enables people to influence the 
decisions and get involved in the actions that affect their lives. In the context of this 
document engagement is, in effect, giving people a genuine opportunity to have a say on 
a development plan or proposal which affects them; listening to what they say and 
reaching a decision in an open and transparent way to ensure they are taking account of 
all views expressed (page 3, paragraph 1).” 

2.1.5 National Planning Framework 4 (NPF4) (2023) also highlights the important role of 
effective engagement, stating: 

2.1.6 “Throughout the planning system, opportunities are available to engage in development 
planning and decisions about future development. Such engagement, undertaken in line 
with statutory requirements, should be early, collaborative, meaningful and 
proportionate. Support or concern expressed on matters material to planning must be 
given careful consideration in the determination of development proposals.”  

2.1.7 The Applicant is committed to undertaking effective and early consultation methods in 
this way, including tailoring its strategies to suit individual communities. Residents’ 
values and issues of importance vary, and the consultation programmes are designed to 
reflect that. 

2.2 Timeline
2.2.1 The Applicant’s plans for M74 West Renewable Energy Park (“M74 West”) were launched 

in January 2024 when key stakeholders were notified that the consultation would be 
coming forward.  

2.2.2 The consultation for the Proposed Development began in February 2024.  
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2.2.3 Ahead of the scoping submission, the Applicant wrote to stakeholders in the form of a 
letter on 5 January 2024 which included details about the development and the 
forthcoming Scoping Request. A copy of the letter can be found in Appendix 1.  

2.2.4 The email was sent to: 

• Clydesdale East Ward Councillors  
• Clydesdale South Ward Councillors  
• Dumfriesshire, Clydesdale and Tweeddale MP 
• Clydesdale MSP  
• South Scotland MSPs 
• Local Community Councils:  

o Duneaton  
o Douglas  
o Crawford and Elvanfoot  
o Symington  
o Carmichael  
o Quothquan and Thankerton  

 

2.2.5 Dialogue has been maintained with local community councils  and Duneaton Community 
Trust up to the point of submission via written and verbal communication and will 
continue through determination of the planning application and, should this planning 
application be approved, into the construction and operation of the Proposed 
Development. To date, this communication has included information on upcoming 
consultation events, and general information on the application.  

2.2.6 Two rounds of formal public consultations were held. A first consultation event took place 
on 8 February 2024 in the Old School House in Abington where the proposals were 
shown, and feedback sought. The Applicant received useful feedback (see section 6) 
through this initial round of consultation, and subsequently held discussions with 
Duneaton Community Council and Quothquan and Thankerton Community Council 
regarding the proposals. 

2.2.7 Following this initial round of public consultation in February, a second event was held to 
provide the local community and stakeholders the opportunity to view and comment on 
the updated proposals in advance of the submission of an application to the Scottish 
Government. This event took place on 12 June 2024 in the Crawfordjohn Village Hall. 

2.2.8 The timings and venues of the public exhibitions were also intended to provide members 
of the public with the best opportunity at which to attend, view the proposals and 
importantly provide feedback. 

2.2.9 All comments and feedback received from the consultation period, as well as those 
received through additional community engagement programme have been collated and 
analysed as part of this PAC Report (Section 6), which also illustrates how feedback has, 
where possible, helped shape and inform the Proposed Development.  



 

  
7 

3.  Phase 1 consultation. 

3.1 Overview  
3.1.1 The first round of consultation for the M74 West Renewable Energy Park (“M74 West”) 

took place on 8th February 2024 in the Old School House, Abington.  
 

3.1.2 The first phase of consultation for M74 West was announced on 19th January 2024 when 
stakeholders were notified of the upcoming public exhibition. The email (Appendix 2) 
included details such as the consultation date, the location of the proposed site, and an 
outline of the infrastructure included in the plans.  

3.1.3 In addition to notifying political stakeholders, a flyer (Appendix 3) was sent to 339 
residences within the vicinity of the site (map available in Appendix 4).  

3.1.4 In addition, a public notice (Appendix 5) advertising the first exhibition was placed in the 
Hamilton Advertiser and Carluke and Lanark Gazette.      

3.1.5 A poster (Appendix 6) was also created to advertise the consultation event. The poster 
was sent to Community Councils to be shared on social media and put up in the local 
area to encourage attendance at the event. 

3.1.6 The first consultation event took place on:  
8 February 2024 | The Old School House, Abington | 3.00pm – 7.00pm 

3.1.7 A feedback form (Appendix 7) was available at the exhibition and online at 
https://www.renewcopower.com/portfolio/united-kingdom/uk-projects/m74-west-
renewable-energy-park/ from the same date which included space for general comments 
on the proposals, as well as a detailed questionnaire to allow Renewco to gauge the 
community’s preference for community benefit.  

3.2 In-person exhibition event 
3.2.1 In total, 30 people attended the first consultation event.  

3.2.2 At the event, eight information banners were on display (Appendix 8). The information 
boards were made available at https://www.renewcopower.com/portfolio/united-
kingdom/uk-projects/m74-west-renewable-energy-park/ from 8th February. The Applicant 
also brought paper copies which could be taken home upon request.  

 

https://www.renewcopower.com/portfolio/united-kingdom/uk-projects/m74-west-renewable-energy-park/
https://www.renewcopower.com/portfolio/united-kingdom/uk-projects/m74-west-renewable-energy-park/
https://www.renewcopower.com/portfolio/united-kingdom/uk-projects/m74-west-renewable-energy-park/
https://www.renewcopower.com/portfolio/united-kingdom/uk-projects/m74-west-renewable-energy-park/
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3.2.3 The subjects of the boards were as follows: 

 
3.2.4 In addition to printed visualisations, an interactive Wind planner model was available in 

order to allow attendees to appreciate how the wind farm element of the development 
would appear from the public road in the vicinity of their property as well as public places 
in the surrounding area. 

3.2.5 The feedback period for the first phase of consultation ended on 7 March 2024. In total, 
thirteen forms were received at the event, online or via post.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Welcome To Our Exhibition 2. The Development Site 3. Why?

4. Who Is M74 West Limited? 5. Project Design Process and Key 
Issues 6. The EIA Process and Consenting

7.Working With the Community 8. Giving Your Feedback 

IMAGE OF FIRST CONSULTATION EVENT  
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4. Phase 2 consultation. 
4.1 Overview 
4.1.1 In June 2024 the Applicant returned to the area to reconsult with the community and 

demonstrate the changes which had been incorporated into the design following the first 
event.  

4.1.2 Following feedback received at the first consultation event, the decision was taken to hold 
the second consultation event at the Crawfordjohn Village Hall.  

4.1.3 Stakeholders were again notified via email (Appendix 9) on 28 May 2024. The email 
included details of the second consultation event, and information about changes made 
to the scheme following feedback. 

4.1.4 As with the first round of consultation, a flyer (Appendix 10) was sent to 339 residences 
within the same radius as in January (Appendix 4).  

4.1.5 A public notice (Appendix 11) was again placed in the Hamilton Advertiser and the 
Carluke and Lanark Gazette.  

4.1.6 As with the first round of consultation, a poster was drafted (Appendix 12) and sent to 
community councils to be put on social media and around the local area.  

4.1.7 The second public consultation event took place on:  

12 June 2024 |Crawfordjohn Village Hall | 3.00pm - 7.00pm 

4.1.8 A feedback form (Appendix 13) was available to be filled out at the event or taken home 
to fill out at a later date. The feedback form was available online at 
https://www.renewcopower.com/portfolio/united-kingdom/uk-projects/m74-west-
renewable-energy-park/ from the same date.  

4.1.9 In addition to the feedback form on the website, the Applicant launched the pilot of the 
AssetFace portal at the event which can be used to provide feedback on community 
benefits, alongside feedback on the project itself. AssetFace has been designed to make 
engagement on the M74 West community benefits package more accessible, 
collaborative, user-friendly and transparent.  

 

4.2 In-person exhibition events  

4.2.1 The second consultation event was attended by 36 people over the session. Members of 
the project team were on hand to answer questions and discuss the proposals with 
members of the public. 

4.2.2 Ten new information boards were on display (Appendix 14) to provide an overview of the 
scheme and any updates following the February event.  

https://www.renewcopower.com/portfolio/united-kingdom/uk-projects/m74-west-renewable-energy-park/
https://www.renewcopower.com/portfolio/united-kingdom/uk-projects/m74-west-renewable-energy-park/
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4.2.3 The subjects of the boards were as follows:  

4.2.4 As with the previous event, an interactive wind planner model was available  to allow 
attendees to appreciate how the wind farm element of the development would appear 
from the public road in the vicinity of their property as well as public places in the 
surrounding area. 

4.2.5 Also in attendance were representatives from the Applicant’s partner BizGive, who is 
providing support on community benefits. Representatives were on hand to discuss the 
associated AssetFace engagement platform. 

4.2.6 In total 13 feedback forms were received over the course of the consultation period by 
the time the period of feedback ended on 10 July 2024.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Welcome To Our 
Exhibition 2. The Development Site 3. Project Development 4. Why?

5. Who Is M74 West 
LTD? 6.Solar

7. Substation, Battery 
Energy Storage System 
(BESS) and Compound

8. Habitat Management 
Plan

10. Project Timeline, 
Feedback and Next Steps

9. Working with the 
Community 

IMAGE OF SECOND CONSULTATION  
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5. Additional engagment. 
5.1 Meetings 
5.1.1 As part of the Applicant’s ongoing engagement with the local community regarding the 

Proposed Development, several meetings took place as part of the pre-application 
consultation. 

5.1.2 On 12th March 2024 representatives of the Applicant attended Quothquan and Thankerton 
Community Council’s regular meeting. Discussions focussed on the visual impact of the 
proposed development, the impact of the development on the local environment, and the 
prospective community benefit fund. 

5.1.3 On 2nd April 2024 representatives of the Applicant attended Duneaton Community 
Council’s meeting. Discussion focussed on the cumulative impact of windfarms in the 
local area, proximity of the development to the M74, impact on biodiversity, and the 
prospective community benefit fund.  

 

5.2 Contact details  
5.2.1 To ensure that as many interested parties as possible were able to access information 

regarding the proposals and speak to a member of the project team, a dedicated website, 
email address and phone number were established. Details of these point of contacts are 
listed below. 

Website: https://www.renewcopower.com/portfolio/united-kingdom/uk-projects/m74-
west-renewable-energy-park/ 

Phone number: 0141 265 2831  

Email address: m74west@renewcopower.com  

5.2.2 The website contains information about the Applicant and the proposed development.  

 

5.3 M74 West Small Grants Fund 
5.3.1. As indicated in section 4, representatives from Biz Give were in attendance at the second 

public consultation event to provide details relating to an early fund of £5,000 being brought 
forward to aid in engagement with the local community. 

5.3.2. The fund has made available grants of up to £500 for community initiatives, and has so far 
had eight applicants for a total of £4,000, with one grant having been approved at the time 
of submission.  

5.3.3. The Biz Give website address was included in all consultation materials, and a business card 
(Appendix 15) was handed out at the second exhibition to direct people online.  

 

 

 

https://www.renewcopower.com/portfolio/united-kingdom/uk-projects/m74-west-renewable-energy-park/
https://www.renewcopower.com/portfolio/united-kingdom/uk-projects/m74-west-renewable-energy-park/
mailto:m74west@renewcopower.com
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6. Feedback and responses. 
6.1 Feedback from consultation 
6.1.1 The consultation introduced the Proposed Development to the local community and provided 

an opportunity for all stakeholders to provide feedback. 

6.1.2 A feedback form was made available at the events, online and by request, with the option 
for interested parties to send feedback via multiple channels. 

6.1.3 The Applicant’s contact details (email, print and phone) were also prominent throughout.  
 

6.2 Response to key consultation topics 
6.1.4 The following section sets out the key topics raised during the pre-application consultation 

period and those raised in the various meetings and discussions the Applicant had with 
stakeholders.  

6.1.5 Where appropriate, a response has been made to show how these issues have been 
addressed or, indeed, highlight where adjustments have been made to the site layout as a 
direct result of the feedback received. 

Key issue  Applicant response 

Cumulative 
Impact  

The Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR), which 
accompanies the S36 Application to Scottish Ministers, 
assesses cumulative landscape and visual effects on receptors 
with respect to consented, but not yet built, schemes, and 
those currently in the planning process.  The EIAR concludes 
that the addition of the Proposed Development to cumulative 
developments in both scenarios does not introduce any further 
significant effects. 

Impact on 
roads  

Given its location next to the M74 motorway, M74 West is 
extremely well located to capitalise on the trunk road network 
and minimise construction traffic on surrounding local road 
network.  This includes through a proposal for a direct access 
for Abnormal Indivisible Loads (AIL) from the M74 to the area 
north of the M74, with all other AIL being routed from the 
M74 at Junction 13 along the B7078 .  The EIAR concludes 
that the Proposed Development would not cause any capacity 
issues on surrounding roads.  Furthermore, with the 
implementation of mitigation including a Construction Traffic 
Management Plan, the EIAR concludes that there would be no 
significant effects on road users.  

Concerns 
about 
access 

 As noted above, the EIAR concludes that the Proposed 
Development would not cause any capacity issues on 
surrounding roads.  Furthermore, with the implementation of 
mitigation including a Construction Traffic Management Plan, 
the EIAR concludes that there would be no significant effects 
on road users. This includes issues around delays and 
severance of access. The site is currently in agricultural use 
with no established footpaths within the areas proposed for 
development, other than construction access points crossing 
the NCR which runs alongside the B7078. The Construction 
Traffic Management Plan will include details of the measures 
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to be implemented to ensure safety of users of this route 
during construction.  

Visual 
impact of 
turbines  

The design of the Proposed Development has evolved in 
response to consultation comments and detailed analysis of 
the landscape and visual receptors in the surrounding area. 
The EIAR reports a number of significant effects on visual 
receptors arising from the wind turbine proposed, which is 
usual for a development of the type and scale proposed. A 
Residential Visual Amenity Assessment (RVAA) has also been 
completed and this has concluded that no significant effects 
are anticipated. However turbines will be visible from a 
number of residential properties in the surrounding area. 

Visual 
impact of 
solar panels  

The design of the Proposed Development has evolved in 
response to consultation comments and detailed analysis of 
the landscape and visual receptors in the surrounding area. 
The solar array areas have been selected to minimise visibility 
form key receptors, however these will remain visible in the 
surrounding landscape. The Outline Biodiversity Enhancement 
and Management Plan (OBEMP) includes for the planting of 
broadleaf hedging along the boundary of the A702 which will 
have the effect of reducing the visibility of the panels in some 
views, particularly along the A702. 

 Proximity to 
road 

   The Proposed Development has been designed to keep 
turbines the required distance from the M74 motorway and 
also appropriately set back from other roads. 

Impact on 
birds  

Extensive bird surveys have been completed across the Site, 
to identify the birds present and their sensitivity to the 
Proposed Development. The findings of the assessments of 
potential for impact on bird species, including collision risk 
assessment (CRA) are reported in the EIAR. No significant 
effects on bird species are anticipated. 

The OBEMP includes specific measures to enhance conditions 
a the site for bird species, including measures to support 
current management of areas within the site for waders. 
Other enhancement measures committed to within the OBEMP 
will support habitat improvements for a wide range of bird 
species including riparian planting along the Black Burn and 
Duneaton Water, establishment of hedgerows along the A702, 
and peatland restoration. 

Concern 
about 
damage to 
ancient 
sites  

The EIAR reports on the impact assessment on Cultural 
Heritage features, including the Scheduled Monuments within 
the site. No development is proposed in close proximity to 
these features of National importance such that they coud be 
physically impacted. The setting of some features will be 
impacted by the proposed development, resulting in 
significant effects, although these are not anticipated to result 
in inability to understand these features. 

Proximity to 
properties  

 The design of the Proposed Development has been informed 
by a number of technical studies including relating to 
landscape and visual impact, noise and transport. The 
landscape and visual impacts are discussed above. Noise 
monitoring was conducted at representative locations and the 
findings used to model the predicted noise levels at residential 
receptors. No significant noise effects are anticipated.  

Loss of 
agricultural 
land  

The intention is that the Proposed Development would 
operate alongside ongoing agricultural operations across the 
site. The area of permanent land take to development has 
been minimised and the Applicant is committed to working 
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with the landowners to ensure ongoing agricultural uses are 
supported. 
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7. Conclusion. 
7.1 Concluding statement 
7.1.1. From the project launch, the Applicant sought to engage and consult comprehensively with 

the local community and relevant stakeholders to gather feedback on the proposals. 
 

7.1.2. While not mandated by statute for a Section 36 planning application, the Applicant has 
actively pursued and exceeded best practices in the community engagement and public 
consultation, as evidenced by the two extensive rounds of public consultation. 
 

7.1.3. The Applicant extends sincere appreciation to those who participated in the in-person public 
exhibitions, reviewed the proposals online, and provided valuable feedback via email and 
telephone. The feedback received has been invaluable, directly influencing and shaping the 
project’s design in significant ways. In response to community feedback, the Applicant made 
substantial revisions, including the removal of former turbine 23 to reduce visual and noise 
impacts on properties on Manse Road and hedge planting along the A702 to reduce the 
visual impact of the proposed solar panels on nearby properties.     

 

7.1.4. These modifications underscore the Applicant’s commitment to ensuring that the 
development is responsive to local needs and priorities. By integrating community feedback 
into the project’s design, the Applicant has not only met regulatory requirements but also 
demonstrated a genuine commitment to creating a development that reflects the concerns 
and values of the local community. This collaborative approach has resulted in a scheme 
that is both environmentally and socially considerate, highlighting the meaningful impact of 
the consultation process on the final design. 
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8. Appendices. 
Appendix 1: Scoping Letter  
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Appendix 2: Stakeholder Consultation 
Invitation 
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Appendix 3: Resident Flyer 
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Appendix 4: Flyer Mailout Radius 
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Appendix 5: Public Notice 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

PUBLIC NOTICE IN CARLUKE AND LANARK GAZETTE 31  JANUARY 2024   
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PUBLIC NOTICE IN HAMILTON ADVERTISER 1 FEBRUARY 2024   
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Appendix 6: Poster 
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Appendix: 7 Feedback Form 
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Appendix 8: Boards 
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Appendix 9: Second Consultation Invitation 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  



 

  
33 

Appendix 10: Resident Flyer  
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Appendix 11: Public Notice 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

PUBLIC NOTICE IN CARLUKE AND LANARK GAZETTE , 5 JUNE 2024    
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PUBLIC NOTICE IN HAMILTON ADVERTISER 30  M AY 2024    
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Appendix 12: Poster  
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Appendix 13: Feedback Form 
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Appendix 14: Boards  
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Appendix 15: Website  
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Appendix 16: Business Card 
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