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Noise 

1) The rating level of noise immission from the combined effects of the wind turbines hereby permitted 
(including the application of any tonal penalty), when determined in accordance with the attached Guidance 
Notes, shall not exceed the values for the relevant integer wind speeds set out in or derived from Tables 1 
and 2 attached to these conditions and:  

A) Prior to the First Export Date, the wind farm operator shall submit to the Local Authority for 
written approval a list of proposed independent consultants who may undertake compliance 
measurements in accordance with this condition. Amendments to the list of approved 
consultants shall be made only with the prior written approval of the Local Authority. 

B) Within 21 days from receipt of a written request of the Local Authority, following a complaint 
to it alleging noise disturbance at a dwelling, the wind farm operator shall, at its expense, 
employ an independent consultant approved by the Local Authority to assess the level of noise 
immission from the wind farm at the complainant’s property (or a suitable alternative location 
agreed in writing with the Local Authority) in accordance with the procedures described in the 
attached Guidance Notes. The written request from the Local Authority shall set out at least 
the date, time and location that the complaint relates to. Within 14 days of receipt of the 
written request of the Local Authority made under this paragraph (B), the wind farm operator 
shall provide the information relevant to the complaint logged in accordance with paragraph 
(H) to the Local Authority in the format set out in Guidance Note 1(e). 

C) Where there is more than one property at a location specified in Tables 1 and 2 attached to 
this condition, the noise limits set for that location shall apply to all dwellings at that location. 
Where a dwelling to which a complaint is related is not identified by name or location in the 
Tables attached to these conditions, the wind farm operator shall submit to the Local Authority 
for written approval proposed noise limits selected from those listed in the Tables to be 
adopted at the complainant’s dwelling for compliance checking purposes. The proposed noise 
limits are to be those limits selected from the Tables specified for a listed location which the 
independent consultant considers as being likely to experience the most similar background 
noise environment to that experienced at the complainant’s dwelling. The submission of the 
proposed noise limits to the Local Authority shall include a written justification of the choice 
of the representative background noise environment provided by the independent consultant. 
The rating level of noise immission resulting from the combined effects of the wind turbines 
when determined in accordance with the attached Guidance Notes shall not exceed the noise 
limits approved in writing by the Local Authority for the complainant’s dwelling. 

D) Prior to the commencement of any measurements by the independent consultant to be 
undertaken in accordance with these conditions, the wind farm operator shall submit to the 
Local Authority for written approval the proposed measurement location identified in 
accordance with the Guidance Notes where measurements for compliance checking purposes 
shall be undertaken. Where the proposed measurement location is close to the wind turbines, 
rather than at the complainants property (to improve the signal to noise ratio), then the 
operators submission shall include a method to calculate the noise level from the wind turbines 
at the complainants property based on the noise levels measured at the agreed location (the 
alternative method). Details of the alternative method together with any associated guidance 
notes deemed necessary, shall be submitted to and agreed in writing by the Local Authority 
prior to the commencement of any measurements. Measurements to assess compliance with 
the noise limits set out in the Tables attached to these conditions or approved by the Local 
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Authority pursuant to paragraph (C) of this condition shall be undertaken at the measurement 
location approved in writing by the Local Authority.  

E) Prior to the submission of the independent consultant’s assessment of the rating level of noise 
immission pursuant to paragraph (F) of this condition, the wind farm operator shall submit to 
the Local Authority for written approval a proposed assessment protocol setting out the 
following: 

i) the range of meteorological and operational conditions (the range of wind 
speeds, wind directions, power generation and times of day) to determine the 
assessment of rating level of noise immission.  

ii) a reasoned assessment as to whether the noise giving rise to the complaint 
contains or is likely to contain a tonal component.  

The proposed range of conditions shall be those which prevailed during times when the 
complainant alleges there was disturbance due to noise, having regard to the information 
provided in the written request of the Local Authority under paragraph (B), and such others as 
the independent consultant considers necessary to fully assess the noise at the complainant’s 
property. The assessment of the rating level of noise immission shall be undertaken in 
accordance with the assessment protocol approved in writing by the Local Authority and the 
attached Guidance Notes. 

F) The wind farm operator shall provide to the Local Authority the independent consultant’s 
assessment of the rating level of noise immission undertaken in accordance with the Guidance 
Notes within 2 months of the date of the written request of the Local Authority made under 
paragraph (B) of this condition unless the time limit is extended in writing by the Local 
Authority. The assessment shall include all data collected for the purposes of undertaking the 
compliance measurements, such data to be provided in the format set out in Guidance Note 
1(e) of the Guidance Notes. The instrumentation used to undertake the measurements shall 
be calibrated in accordance with Guidance Note 1(a) and certificates of calibration shall be 
submitted to the Local Authority with the independent consultant’s assessment of the rating 
level of noise immission.  

G) Where a further assessment of the rating level of noise immission from the wind farm is 
required pursuant to Guidance Note 4(c) of the attached Guidance Notes, the wind farm 
operator shall submit a copy of the further assessment within 21 days of submission of the 
independent consultant’s assessment pursuant to paragraph (F) above unless the time limit 
for the submission of the further assessment has been extended in writing by the Local 
Authority. 

H) The wind farm operator shall continuously log power production, wind speed and wind 
direction, all in accordance with Guidance Note 1(d) of the attached Guidance Notes. The data 
shall be retained for a period of not less than 24 months. The wind farm operator shall provide 
this information in the format set out in Guidance Note 1(e) of the attached Guidance Notes 
to the Local Authority on its request within 14 days of receipt in writing of such a request. 

Note: For the purposes of this condition, a “dwelling” is a building within Use Classes 7, 8 and 9 of the Town 
and Country Planning (Use Classes) (Scotland) Order 1997 which lawfully exists or had planning permission 
at the date of this permission. 
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below the values set out in the Tables attached to the conditions or at or below the noise limits 
approved by the Local Authority for a complainant’s dwelling in accordance with paragraph 
(C) of the noise condition then no further action is necessary. If the rating level at any integer 
wind speed exceeds the values set out in the Tables attached to the conditions or the noise 
limits approved by the Local Authority for a complainant’s dwelling in accordance with 
paragraph (C) of the noise condition then the development fails to comply with the conditions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  




